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27th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Firstly, a huge thank you for supporting the learning that is being completed, I do hope 
that this letter finds you well and that you are adapting to the joys of home schooling, believe me I 
share your pain, as well as the good moments!! 
 
If you are anything like myself, you are still finding your feet and trying to juggle the needs, 
questions and different activities set for your children and trying to adjust to the situation of having 
to work at home too.  
     
 

 
 
 
May I remind you to do what you can, work around your unique situation (see my main obstacle 
above) and perhaps use the following advice (below)to help you manage the challenge we all face. 
 
I’ve also attached to this update guidance provided by Swindon Borough Council on Wellbeing. 

It’s titled ‘Resources for schools, parents and carers to support the mental well-being of children 

and young people during the coronavirus pandemic and school shutdown.’  With the possibility of 

this being more a marathon than a sprint you might find it a useful read.    
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If you are struggling for ideas there is a new section on the school website with resources you 
might want to try based on the different subject areas.  Work will not be set over the weekend, so 
these resources may be useful.  I think you all deserve some breathing space and hopefully the sun 

will still be shining. 
 

Communication 
Please do get in contact with the class teacher if you have any questions and queries regarding the 
work set.  They are accessible 8:30 – 3.00pm daily Monday to Friday. 
 
We have been using Teams with Year 6 last week and it has been of value to the staff, children and 
parents. This allows for more interactive communication.  During the course of next week we will 
be using this with Years 1-6.  You will be receiving the necessary log in details and links in due 
course – probably early next week.   I will also try to send some video messages through this 
format if / when the school are able to access it.  Watch out Year 6 – you will be my guinea pigs 
next week! 
 
As you know the parent consultation evenings we had planned for this week were postponed. 

However, the staff have been successfully using Zoom to communicate with each other over the 
last few days (I’m slowly understanding how to position the camera to avoid all staff looking up 
my nose) and we would like to hold some touching base / catch up sessions with you and your 
child over in the second and third weeks back after the Easter holiday.  More details on this will 
follow in due course.  
 
No formal lessons / homework will be set during Easter or weekends, however teachers will give a 
project for children to work on during the holiday.  
 
 
 

 



 

   
   

 

 

Other Suggestions to keep you busy: 
Please use the link below which allows you watch The Wind in the Willows Musical from the 

West End: 

https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/wind-in-the-willows-coronavirus-stream-

free_51205.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=17march2020&fbc

lid=IwAR2XROITKlLj9emfYD-moErQFJ7he1lJd_fndrPB0NnaLmvJrlKyDfbHGxU 

 

Playstation FIFA Football Challenge: 
With our football mad staff we just can’t say a brief farewell to the beautiful game.  Mr Luckhurst 
is kindly offering to organise a FIFA 18 football league for parents.  Whilst children might watch 
the matches, for safeguarding purposes this has to be adult to adult communication only.  Please 

contact Mr Luckhurst if you would like to join in. caretaker@wanborough.swindon.sch.uk  

 

New resources  
Phil from Swindon Town Football in the Community has kindly shared this link with us.  This 
includes Maths and English resources. 
 
https://plprimarystars.com/for-families 

 

Fraud Alert 

For your information, please find below details of a fraud alert involving ‘Free Schools Meals’ 

scam that we have been advised to let parents know about: We have been alerted by the DFE that 

some parents have received an email stating: ‘As schools will be closing, if you're entitled to free 

school meals, please send your bank details and we'll make sure you're supported’. 

This is a scam email - do not respond and delete immediately. 

 

Government Advice 

I do hope that you are all enjoying the daily outdoor exercise we are allowed to take.  A reminder 
up to date government advice can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-
others 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-
vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-
people-and-vulnerable-adults 

Department for Education Coronavirus helpline 

The Department for Education Coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about COVID-19 

relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline as 

follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
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Children’s work: 
This wonderful sketch is from Arjun in Year 3 – wow! 
 

 
 

 

 
Here is a lovely piece of art from Clara in Year 5. 

 

 
 
 
Take care and stay safe. 

 

Andy Drury 

 
Andrew Drury 

Headteacher 


